God’s Word to the Church about His Coming

But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I
should write to you. For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the
Lord so comes as a thief in the night. For when they say, "Peace and
safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a
pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. But you, brethren, are not in
darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. You are all
sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness.
Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober.
For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at
night. But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of
faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation. For God did not
appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ, who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live
together with Him. Therefore comfort each other and edify one another,
just as you also are doing. 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

Ready or Not - Here He Comes!
One of the things that we see in our day is a lack of wisdom.
People may be more connected than ever with more information
available than ever, but the decay in true spiritual wisdom is
obvious. God and His wisdom is now despised and rejected and
ridiculed. This is a sign of the last days. The departure from
the truth and listening to deception are major themes of the
last days.
“At that time Michael shall stand up, The great prince who stands watch
over the sons of your people; And there shall be a time of trouble,
Such as never was since there was a nation, Even to that time. And
at that time your people shall be delivered, Every one who is found
written in the book. And many of those who sleep in the dust of the
earth shall awake, Some to everlasting life, Some to shame and
everlasting contempt. Those who are wise shall shine Like the
brightness of the irmament, And those who turn many to
righteousness Like the stars forever and ever. “But you, Daniel, shut
up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end; many shall
run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.” Dan. 12:1-4
Daniel 12:8-10
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CORE POINT: We are seeing a clear and legitimate increase of
the signs of Christ’s return. We who have
understanding of the times and seasons of His
return are to live with wisdom and be ready for
living in the last days.

But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men
will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving,
unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good,
traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of
God. 2 Timothy 3:1-4
The moral condition of 2 Timothy 3 has always been existent to one
degree or another since the fall, but it becomes much more prevalent
in the last days, increasing in intensity. The difference is that the
pagans of Paul’s time had not been evangelized with the gospel but most
societies now have at one time or another.

We have reached a place where western society is openly rejecting
Biblical truth, which always produces immoral living, which always
results in judgment from God. Romans 1:18-2:8
The Apostle Paul predicted that a time would come when men and
women would turn away from the faith. In 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3,
Paul says Christ will return only after a full-scale rebellion occurs. The
Greek word apostasia, the source word for the English term apostasy,
means a defection from truth. This word "points to a deliberate
abandonment of a former professed position. Before Christ returns,
many who were once trusted with the truth will depart from it.
Some think we can look for a worldwide spiritual awakening before
the Rapture, but the passage in 2 Thessalonians indicates the
opposite; a worldwide departure from the faith can be expected. God
may send revival before the rapture but the scriptures do not
guarantee one.
Knowing this irst: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking
according to their own lusts, and saying, “Where is the promise of
His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as
they were from the beginning of creation.” 2 Peter 3:3-4
“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but
according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will
heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from
the truth, and be turned aside to fables.” 2 Timothy 4:3–4

The wisdom of God is available to us who follow our Savior and
choose not to yield to the pressure but remain faithful to God and
His Word. “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves.
Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves.” Matt. 10:16
CORE STATEMENT: I am looking up, for the coming of Christ!
I am wise to the things of God in these last days.
God will preserve, protect and favor me as I live
for Him, watching expectantly for His coming!

