Our gratitude should be expressed and proclaimed! Psa. 100

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body
you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the message of Christ
dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with
all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit,
singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. Colossians 3:15-16

Over lowing With Thankfulness
So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in Him,
rooted and built up in Him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and
over lowing with thankfulness. Colossians 2:6-7
Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life. It turns what we have into enough,
and more. It turns denial into acceptance, chaos to order, confusion to
clarity. It can turn a meal into a feast, a house into a home, a stranger into a
friend. Gratitude makes sense of our past, brings peace for today and
creates a vision for tomorrow. ~Melody Beattie
I would maintain that thanks are the highest form of thought; and that
gratitude is happiness doubled by wonder. ~ G.K. Chesterton

Our thanksgiving is ___________________________. Luke 17:11-19
God appreciates our thanksgiving. It lifts Him up and it glori ies
Him. And thanksgiving endears Him to us. It draws us closer. If we
are not grateful, if we do not regularly express our thanksgiving, it
will be detrimental to our development as children of God.
For although they knew God, they neither glori ied him as God nor
gave thanks to Him, but their thinking became futile and their
foolish hearts were darkened. Romans 1:21
To be grateful is to recognize the Love of God in everything He has given
us - and He has given us everything. Every breath we draw is a gift of His
love, every moment of existence is a grace, for it brings with it immense
graces from Him. Gratitude therefore takes nothing for granted, is never
unresponsive, is constantly awakening to new wonder and to praise of the
goodness of God. For the grateful person knows that God is good, not by
hearsay but by experience. And that is what makes all the difference.
~Thomas Merton
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Core Point: Releasing our thanksgiving to God should be a
way of life for Christians. God expects us to live with a
continual sense of everlasting gratitude and appreciation
for all He means to us.

Rather than hearing thankfulness as a command, perhaps we can
hear it as an ________________________________.
God wants nothing more than for us to be people of thanksgiving
and gratitude. A thankful spirit is one of the key distinguishing
marks of a Christian. Our gratitude sets us apart from the world;
it makes us different.

The Power of Living with Everlasting Gratitude
To speak gratitude is courteous and pleasant, to enact gratitude is
generous and noble, but to live gratitude is to touch Heaven.
~Johannes A. Gaertner
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 1 Thess. 5:16-18
Choosing to release our gratitude for God should be a lifestyle for
Christians. Our gratitude honors God and it puts us in a miraculous
place where we continually experience the low of God’s very best.
Paul is encouraging a continual attitude for Christians - an attitude
of the heart. But how can we have this attitude continually,
especially "in all circumstances?"
I believe the answer lies in our understand of the value of our
thankfulness. We need the proper ______________________________.
For the Lord will comfort Zion, He will comfort all her waste places; He will
make her wilderness like Eden, And her desert like the garden of the
Lord; joy and gladness will be found in it, Thanksgiving and the voice of
melody. Isaiah 51:3
Receive every day as a resurrection from death, as a new enjoyment of life;
meet every rising sun with such sentiments of God's goodness, as if you had
seen it, and all things, new-created upon your account: and under the sense
of so great a blessing, let your joyful heart praise and magnify so good and
glorious a Creator. ~ William Law
O my soul, And forget not all His bene its: Who forgives all your
iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, Who redeems your life from
destruction, Who crowns you with loving-kindness and tender mercies, Who
satis ies your mouth with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the
eagle’s.” Psalms 103:1–5

Gratitude bestows reverence, allowing us to encounter everyday
epiphanies, those transcendent moments of awe that change forever
how we experience life and the world. ~ John Milton

Core Statement: God’s blessings have overwhelmed me!
I return and give Him the love and gratitude of my
heart, and I will be sure to express my everlasting
gratitude to Him with all of my life!

