Someone said, "Flatter me, and I may not believe you. Criticize me,
and I may not like you. Ignore me, and I may not forgive you.
Encourage me, and I will not forget you."

Encouragement is a Spiritual Gift
We sent Timothy, who is our brother and God’s fellow worker in
spreading the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you in
your faith, so that no one would be unsettled by these trials.
1 Thessalonians 3:2 3
May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and
by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage
your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word.
2 Thessalonians 2:16 17

God is Seeking to Give You Encouragement
The way God gives encouragement is through His Word, through
His Spirit, through His people and through His angels.
...through endurance and the encouragement of the scriptures we
might have hope. May the God who gives endurance and
encouragement give you a spirit of unity… Romans 15:4-7
I am grateful that while the devil is active in discouraging us, God is
at work to encourage us. While the devil is trying to drag us down,
God is working to lift us up. While the devil aims at failure, God is
working to encourage us to keep up the good ight.
May our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who loved us and by
His grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage
your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word.
2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 NIV

Encouraging and strengthening are interchangeable words in the
Bible.

Encouraging Others - The Gift That Can Change a Life
The Bible is full of stories of de ining moments in the lives of people.
People are inspired by the stories of people who have seized their
moment of opportunity and excelled because of it.
The act of imparting encouragement is a de ining time in life.
To the world you may be one person, but to one person you may
be the whole world.
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Core Point: The need for encouragement is
universal. We should seek to receive and impart
encouragement and make a difference in life of
others by Spirit-Led encouragement.

Anyone who has the gift of serving should serve. Anyone who has the gift of
teaching should teach. Whoever has the gift of encouraging others
should encourage. Romans 12:7 (NCV)

Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas
(which means Son of Encouragement), sold a ield he owned and
brought the money and put it at the apostles’ feet. Acts 4:36-37
“I know of no one more needed, more valuable, more Christ-like than
the individual who is committed to the ministry of
encouragement.” ~Charles Swindoll
Paul sent for the disciples and, after encouraging them, said good bye and
set out for Macedonia. He traveled through that area, speaking many
words of encouragement to the people. Acts 20:1 2

Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you,
brother, have refreshed the hearts of the saints. Philemon 7
The Greek, the word “encourage” means “to call to one’s side, to
comfort, to console, to strengthen.” Giving encouragement is the
kind of expression that helps someone want to be a better Christian,
even when life is rough… To encourage is to inspire another with
courage; literally is to put courage in.
It is interesting to note that the Greek word for “encourage” is
the one used for the name “Comforter” of the Holy Spirit.
People usually equate the works of the Spirit with signs and
wonders. But, when we encourage one another, we show that the
Spirit really dwells among us. The sharing of encouragement, is a
main indicator that the Spirit is working in and through our
small groups and in our church.
One thing we all should seek to do is to impart a word of
encouragement to someone who needs one.
The sharing of encouragement does a completing and a
con irming work in the one you give it to.

Learn to Encourage Yourself in The Lord
…but David encouraged himself in the LORD his God.
Core Statement: At the most dif icult times of life, I
will be strengthened and encouraged by God!
I will let the power of encouragement be
imparted in the lives of others, as I give it away!

