LOVE IS HERE

God is with Us Series "o

“God showed how much He loved us by sending His one and only Son
into the world so that we might have eternal life through Him. This is
real love - not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His
Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.” 1 John 4:9-10 NLT

The Incarnation - When Love was Born

The wonder of Christmas is found when we realize the Creator
Himself enters the creation. This is why His incarnation is
literally a time when heaven comes to earth to fulfill His plan. Love
Himself is born, and this is why His birth changed the world.

His coming settles all the of life once
and for all. In it we see the Divine destiny for mankind beginning
and the fulfillment of the ultimate purpose of God.

It's good to remember that it is God’s nature to come to His children when
they are in need. When man first sinned, God came. He came walking in the
garden in the cool of the day, calling out to Adam, “Where are you?” God
then spoke of a future coming, the seed of a woman who would crush the
head of the serpent (Gen. 3:15). The entire Old Testament - all of God’s
dealings with Noah, Abraham, Moses, and David - led to the fulfillment of
the coming of the promised Messiah.

“I am struck with the wonder and the significance of the limitless
meaning of these two words, “He came.” Within them the whole scope
of divine mercy and redeeming love is outlined.” ~ A.W. Tozer

Understanding the Incarnation of Christ

He who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To Him the
doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear His voice; and He calls His own sheep
by name and leads them out. And when He brings out His own sheep, He goes
before them; and the sheep follow Him, for they know his voice.

John 10:1-4

1. When God gave us Jesus He gave us Himself.

2. This answers once and for all; what is God’s heart toward me?

3. God settles the question if we are of value and significance to Him.

4. God proves His love by giving us Himself, born as one of us.

Core Point: The coming of Christ is the coming of God and
His love to this world. God gets personally involved by

answering the great need for the redemption of mankind.
Once we accept His Love we are forever changed.

The incarnation was God becoming personally linked to us, to
answer our need for His salvation.

So the Word became human and lived here on earth among us. He was
full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen His glory, the glory
of the only Son of the Father. John 1:14

The Incarnation and You

Having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through
the word of God which lives and abides forever. 1 Peter 1:23

His incarnation is in us as we allow the
Word to become flesh in our lives and in the lives of others.

But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we
might receive the adoption as sons. Galatians 4:4-5

We are now the ambassadors of the great power of the the story
of how our Redeemer has rescued us because of love.

“How blessed is God! And what a blessing He is! He’s the Father of our
Master, Jesus Christ, and takes us to the high places of blessing in Him.
Long before he laid down earth’s foundations, He had us in mind, had
settled on us as the focus of His love, to be made whole and holy by
His love. Long, long ago He decided to adopt us into his family through
Jesus Christ. (What pleasure he took in planning this!) He wanted us to
enter into the celebration of His lavish gift-giving by the hand of His
beloved Son.” Eph. 1:3-6 MSG

How should we live in light of the incarnation? How can we help
others with the message of God coming to rescue the world?

He has proven to us that he loves us more than we will ever know.
Even in our sin and darkness; His compassion broke through and
did something. When we in turn walk in Love, Jesus is being
released through us.

Christ will live in you as you open the door and invite Him in. And I ask Him
that with both feet planted firmly on love, you’ll be able to take in with
all followers of Jesus the extravagant dimensions of Christ’s love.
Reach out and experience the breadth! Test its length! Plumb the depths!
Rise to the heights! Live full lives, full in the fullness of God. Ephesians
3:18-19 MSG

May your understanding of God’s love expand and overcome
everything in your life. May you experience an overwhelming sense
of His unending love for you this Christmas season.

Core Statement: I will allow the incredible love of God to
change my life completely! I believe in His love, and I will
continue to grow in my understanding of it. I can rest fully on
the power and grace His love brings into my life!






